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2021 Year 4 parents and students currently without a device 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
In 2021, Leeming Primary School will be continuing the successful parent funded 1:1 device programme, moving to the use 

of iPads for year 4 students.  Macbooks will continue to be used by students in years 5 and 6 in 2021 and 2022.  Year 5/6 
students new to Leeming PS have the option to use a school owned Macbook or purchase their own Macbook, You 
will also find Macbook purchase options at the Winthrop Sales Portal 
 

This means that you will have the opportunity to purchase a device for school and home use. The students will use their 
devices as an important part of their learning and production process. The devices will assist students with a range of digital 
literacy skills that are important for interacting in the present and in their futures. These skills include word processing, 
presentations, cooperative activities, media production, coding as well as access to the internet and research opportunities. 
We encourage you to participate, and aim for students to meet and exceed the ICT capabilities of the Australian Curriculum.  
 

k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/general-capabilities-over/information-and-communication-technology-ict-
capability/introduction 
 

It is important to ensure the device purchased is able to upgrade to the latest versions of the operating system and are 
future-proofed for the remaining years of schooling at Leeming PS, ie Years 4-6. Please refer to our device standards 
document at our website under Digital Learning or contact the office. 
 

We have an arrangement (no financial benefit) with Winthrop Australia to supply devices to school. The package enables 
good support at a comparable price with local shops. Feel free to shop around but please ensure that the essential extras 
(protective case, keyboard and headphones) are also purchased and that there is after-purchase support. 
 

Winthrop Australia services are available through the portal link on the school website or here, 
sales.winaust.com.au/shop/leemingps.  Insurance cover is an option for parents but the school is unable to assist with any 
damages even if they occur during class time. Winthrop can arrange for devices to be delivered to your door. 
 

This is a big step for parents but since the inception of the progamme we have had minimal incidents. The students manage 
the devices well and are producing some fantastic work. In most classes we have about 90% of families deciding to 
participate. We intend to provide support for best practice protection and cyber-safety for parents, students and teachers. 
Please see the school website for support and keep an eye out for home-network security advice and development sessions 
at Leeming PS. We endeavor to keep students educated to make good choices. 
 

To enable us to plan for the 2021 school year could you please email leeming.ps.office@education.wa.edu.au by Friday 
18th December 2020 if your child requires the use of a school device, ie you will not be purchasing a device at this point in 
time. 
 

Please see the attached Student Online Information (Appendix A) and complete the necessary forms (Appendix B, C or D, 
E, F, H) and return to the school by Friday 12 February 2021. 
 
There have been significant changes in our infrastructure and in Department of Education policy and we look forward to 
positive learning and technology programme in the coming year. 

 
 
 
 

CLIVE EMBY 
Principal 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
 What’s happening now? 

We are providing Year 3 students the opportunity to purchase device  for next year. This can be done at any stage and 
make a good Christmas present! For families that chose this option we are trying to get a process in place for them to be 
‘enrolled’ ahead of time so that they will be able to be used from day one, 2020. 
 
 What will happen in 2021 for Year 4/5/6’s? 

Students in the MacBook Programme will continue. All students moving from year three to year four will join the iPad 
Programme. 
 
 Why are we doing this? 

In May 2008, Education Ministers issued the third Joint Ministerial Statement on ICT in Australian education and training: 
2008-2011 acknowledging that information and communication technologies “are enabling the change of the curriculum 
and changing the way students and educators operate, learn and interact”. Ministers have agreed that: 
“Australia will have technology enriched learning environments that enable students to achieve high quality 
learning outcomes and productively contribute to our society and economy.” Joint Ministerial Statement on ICT in 
Australian education and training: 2008-2011. 
 
We strive to give the best ICT education we can and recent developments in iPad operating systems have brought the 
functionality of iPads much closer to a laptop or PC while retaining the agility and flexibility (and price tag!) of the tablet 
device. This allows us the best of both worlds at less cost to parents. This is complemented by recent hardware upgrades 
at Leeming Primary and strong up-skilling of staff during preparation for Covid-19 Distance Learning. 
 
Realising the national vision 
The national vision for ICT in education is school based and complements other initiatives that will prepare schools and 
the teaching work force for effective 21st Century learning. To help achieve the national vision, the Digital Education 
Revolution will require coordinated action, not only with regard to ICT, but also in respect of approaches to learning and 
relationships to the broader community. 
 
 How is the school planning this? 

Choosing specialised equipment needs specialised expertise. ICT equipment for most of us is specialised.  If you are an 
expert in this area, you can contribute actively to the future of Australia. 
The school has an ICT committee consisting of parents and staff who have an ICT background or work in the area.  They 
explore our options with this initiative and agree this is the best option available.   
The invitation to be on this committee is open to all. 
 
 How can we find out more? 

Please contact the school for ICT or device support.  
 
 What will happen when my child goes to high school? 

Secondary schools all over are recognising the need for technology in learning.   
Most devices like this have a 3 to 4 year lifespan at peak performance, so will be nearing the end of its life when students 
finish here. High schools are moving in a similar direction and a tablet is a versatile and mobile study aid.  
 
 Why one each? 

The student’s need to access and feel ownership and part of technology and our information ecosystem is extremely 
empowering.  It is important for the educational environment that they all have comparable devices with reliable software 
just like a textbook. Caring for a device develops responsibility. 
 
 What about anti-virus? 

The Apple/Mac is not typically targeted by viruses however under the Memorandum of Understanding we are required to 
sign with the Department (DET). McAfee Anti-virus software will be provided free along with filtered internet access.  This 
ensures protection of the DET system. 
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 Will our child care for this educational tool? 
The care that students take for the computer is a family/personal issue however, our experience is that students do take 
care with very few incidents. The students seem to care for the personal computer probably because they own it; use it in 
class and parents are very insistent on the care.   
The hard carry case selected will go into your child’s back pack and will protect it in transit. 
 
 What about staff expertise? 

Training is being provided for staff and we are forging forward into new practices. We have ICT specialists, a committee 
and contractors. We are committed to integrating technology as a learning tool, redefining education. We will not using it 
as a crutch, a passive tool or a pacifier this is an important distinction. 
 
 What if things go wrong? 

 
Aside from our core staff we have a Winthrop technician visiting the school for half a day every week. On-phone support is 
available from 7am to 7pm and weekends.  School support will be from our ICT teacher. 
 
Damage/theft will be handled through your home contents policy –specify the device or add it to your policy. It may be 
covered under the lease agreement if you are configured that wa.   
The school or Department does not carry contents insurance for students. 
 
The school has purchased a number of spare iPads to ensure temporary devices during repair or re-purchasing. 
 
 What will be in place to help in classrooms? 

Every class has a screen for instructional use and a Cluster locker for security. 
 
 I want to be part of it but can’t see my way to finance it yet.  Can you help? 

We will try to find ways to help those who need it.  Contact the school and see what can be done. 
 
 MacBook Use in the Classroom 
The nature of the 1:1 laptop environment is that students will have their devices with them and available for use throughout 
the school day. This does not mean though that they will be used in every lesson. Like other learning tools, the use of 
devices will depend on the particular learning activity and this is at the discretion of the teacher.  
 
 Handwriting, Writing Skills and MacBooks 
Handwriting skills and handwriting activities will remain as regular activities across the curriculum.  
 
 Occupational Health and Safety 
Instruction on use of devices in a healthy ergonomic fashion will be presented to students new to the School or to the 1:1 
program at the start of each year. This will focus on good posture with attention to the position of the chair, desk and device 
as well as demonstrating stretches and other exercises. Additionally, we advise students to avoid looking at any screen 
(including television) for extended periods of time.  


